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Welcome to
the South Hills.

Home of 
expansive lawns, 

one-of-a-kind 
boutiques and 
1,100 hungry 

children.

Meet the new SHIM: Shining a 
light on need in the South Hills
Best-in-class schools. Well-maintained homes. And terrific amenities for 
residents. It’s no wonder the South Hills are one of the most livable parts 
of our most livable city.
But deep in the shadows of the neighborhoods we love are families 
struggling to put food on the table, a newly widowed woman trying to 
get her life back together, and the hardworking recent immigrant who’s 
looking for a fresh start in a new community.
Hidden in plain sight, amidst our community’s beauty, is poverty. In 2015, 
SHIM served more than 4,000 of our neighbors by helping them put food 
on the table, stay warm in the winter, get back to work, and find their 
place in our community.
But recent studies show that there’s growing need in our South 
Hills neighborhoods – among seniors, among children, among 
recently unemployed and recently immigrated – in an era when 
suburban poverty is growing at a rate five times faster than in 
urban areas.
“We estimate there are around 9,000 people struggling 
financially in the neighborhoods we serve. Which means there 
are potentially 5,000 people in SHIM’s service area who we 
aren’t serving. These are people with unmet needs who could 
be fighting an uphill battle each day to get by,” explained The 
Rev. Kris McInnes, priest-in-charge, St. David’s Episcopal 
Church and Board Chair, SHIM. “This eye-opening realization 
requires a seismic shift in the way SHIM operates. Ostensibly to 
double our impact.”

Moving the needle requires movement for 
the South Hills

“For nearly fifty years, SHIM has served the South Hills, 
developing and expanding programs to meet growing need,” 
said Jim Guffey, SHIM Executive Director. “We have reached 
a point in our life cycle where we need to change even more 
significantly to be the organization the people of the South Hills 
deserve.”
Over the course of more than a year, starting with a feasibility 
study, the SHIM Board of Directors, staff, clients, volunteers and 
members of the community have taken a (continued on next page)



(continued from page 1)  holistic look at 
the organization, the needs, and 
developed a roadmap for moving 
forward. With expanding programs 
and outreach, change is permeating 
SHIM’s entire organization, starting with 
its very name.
“We are excited to announce that 
South Hills Interfaith Ministries will 
officially become South Hills Interfaith 
Movement,” Guffey stated. “It’s an 
evolution of who we are at SHIM, and 
a recognition of the role our community 
plays in our critical work every day –as 
volunteers, as donors, as activists – on 
behalf of our neighbors right here in 
the South Hills who need us most.”

Meet the new             
South Hills Interfaith 
Movement. And join        
the movement.

Along with the new name, SHIM is 
unveiling a new logo, new website, 
new communication tools, and a 
fresh approach to partnering with our 
community. What’s more, SHIM is 
expanding our programs, like food 
pantries, community gardens, and 
our work with refugees, to continue 
to have a greater impact in our 
neighborhoods.
“The new SHIM is very much rooted 
in the SHIM that’s served the South 
Hills for almost a half-century,” Guffey 
added. “Now, more than ever, we 
are calling on the community – as 
individuals, families, faith communities, 
scout troops, workplaces, 
neighborhood groups, community 
organizations and partners – to join 
together to make the South Hills all it 
can be. For everyone.” 
“Join us,” he encouraged. “Join the 
movement.”

The Kelly Family:
Angels in our Emporium
Jack Kelly’s love for SHIM began 
in 1974, when SHIM was a small 
organization located in the basement 
of a mall. Throughout the years Jack 
has worn many hats, from board 
member to volunteer painter to interim 
president, but his favorite hat to wear 
has always been the organizer of 
SHIM’s Angel Emporium.  
In 1994, Jack and his wife Judy 
wanted to help South Hills families in 
need have a happy holiday. Together, 
they organized the very first Angel 
Emporium, a holiday store filled with 
donated gifts to support those less 
fortunate in the community. More 
than 20 years later, Jack, Judy and 
their dedicated team of volunteers 
have laid the groundwork for a 
holiday spirit of giving throughout the 
South Hills. 

“We have had so much fun, and 
watching people come through to get 
gifts for their families is wonderful,” 
Judy said.

In 2015, more than 600 individuals 
found gifts for their family and friends 
at SHIM’s Angel Emporium, while 
extra toys and items went to others in 
need at local outside agencies. 
“Somebody is always there in 
our community. People really love 
giving,” Jack said. “Our donors and 
volunteers have come through every 
year.”
This year, we hope to help even 
more South Hills families in need, not 
only during the holiday season, but 
throughout the year, by building on 
the great foundation laid by the Kelly 
family.  We plan to establish an Angel 
Fund that will allow our donors’ gifts 
to reach even further and meet the 
growing needs in the neighborhoods 
we serve.
We hope you’ll join us as we work to 
help more neighbors in need all year 
round. Look for more information to 
come in the near future about this 
exciting evolution.



The number of children 
across the South Hills 

who are eligible to 
receive free or reduced 

lunch has increased 
every year since 2010.

SHIM launched a free 
summer lunch program 

at Baldwin United 
Presbyterian Church 

to meet needs of 1,100 
children eligible in 

the Baldwin/Whitehall 
School District.

of families in
 the South Hills make  
   under $35,000
       a year. 

Qualify for:
• Food pantry, 

clothing room
• Utility assistance
• Free or reduced 

lunches
• Health care 

support20% 

The number of people 
SHIM’s food pantries 
served has consistently 
increased for the last 
five years.

Almost half of 

pantry clients 

are employed 

but make low 

wages, work in 

seasonal jobs or 

get insufficient 
hours of work

More 

than half 

make 

less than 

$15,000 
a year

Many need 

training, 

specifically in 
technology, 

to help them 
find jobs

54% of pantry 

families have 

children

Of those, 12% 
are single parent 

households

SHIM registered one new family for the food pantry every business day in January

Becca Maletto-Cornell, a Baldwin resident, has dedicated her career 
to helping people help others. We’re excited to have Becca leading our 
volunteer efforts in the newly created role of volunteer manager. Becca 
now serves as the point person for all volunteers and related activities. 
With Becca’s leadership, we’ll be expanding volunteer opportunities over 
the next few months to include more evening and weekend activities, 
family-friendly experiences, networking opportunities, programs for high 
school students and more. Becca has already started planning new 
activities for our dedicated volunteers and reaching out to potential 
groups and organizations to become more involved. 
To learn about our volunteer opportunities, visit www.shimcares.org.

SHIM expands volunteer opportunities 

through March Sack Hunger Campaign
April 15 - 17  Visit SHIM at Galleria Home & Design Show
May 1  South Hills Holocaust Observance
 at Temple Emanuel
May 19  Celebrate with SHIM at South Hills Country
 Club honoring Matt Smith

save
the

date
Follow/like us on Facebook, Twitter

Visit shimcares.org
Give – shimcares.org/give



Give to our food pantry 
operations now and your cash 
donation will have double the 
impact thanks to generous 
matching funds from the Casey 
Family Foundation, up to $25,000. 
Learn more at shimcares.org.

Last year, SHIM’s two food pantries served nearly 
600 families and more than 1,700 individuals, 
numbers that have increased each of the last 
five years. As need across the South Hills grows, 
and we expand to open a third food pantry 
site at Baldwin United Presbyterian Church, we 
need your help now more than ever. About 50% 
of what we distribute comes from generous 
community donors interested in helping their 
neighbors in need. We count on your generosity 
to keep our food pantries open all year long.

Most Needed Items for SHIM’s Food Pantries:

SHIM purchases many items for our pantries 
from the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food 
Bank. At the food bank, our buying power 
is 400% greater than purchasing food at a 
supermarket’s retail prices. However, certain 

foods are not always available for wholesale 
purchase at the Food Bank, including:

 Dried beans and lentils
 Pasta sauce in jars
 Condiments and spices
 Cereal
 Boxed rice mixes
 Baking ingredients (flour, sugar, oil)
 Canned meat (chicken, chili, tuna)
 Beverages (juice, tea, coffee)
 Diapers sizes 3-6
 Personal care items (shampoo, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, deodorant, feminine items, etc.)

For more information or to register your 
food drive, contact Katelyn Rendulic at 
krendulic@shimcares.org or 412-854-9120.

5301 Park Avenue

Bethel Park, PA  15102


